
Business Challenge

Your development team is under constant pressure to deliver. It must 
quickly translate business requirements into development results. This 
high rate of change means that testing your critical systems becomes 
ever more imperative. You simply cannot afford to have an outage of 
an essential system. 

To do so requires access to high quality test data to ensure that all 
production situations are validated. These tests need to be executed 
efficiently and repeatedly. But there are significant challenges that 
confront the testing team. 

	 High Price of Testing: Frequent testing often becomes a 
bottleneck that slows development efforts. Testing can be the 
most expensive component of any development project. 

	 Cost of Data Storage: The cost to generate, transfer, process, 
and store test data sets increases testing costs dramatically as 
huge terabytes of information are required. 

	 Security of Client Data: Real-world testing demands realistic 
data sets, but you cannot allow sensitive client data to fall into 
malicious hands by leaving it unprotected – the cost is too high.

 

Product Overview

Micro Focus Data Express helps manage the test data environment, 
improving test results, lowering the cost to test, and securing 
customer data from loss or misuse. The solution enables you to:

	 Automate the generation of test data environments, cutting the 
elapsed time by up to 80%. This frees testing personnel to work 
on addressing the testing queue. 

	 Eliminate up to 90% of test data storage. This significantly 
reduces storage hardware and power costs and eases processing 
requirements.

	 Protect customer data by obscuring sensitive information. This 
keeps data safe from unauthorized users while retaining its value 
for testing.

Business Benefits

With better test data you can accelerate the delivery of high quality 
applications that support business goals. At the same time, you 
avoid the loss of goodwill, lawsuits, and regulatory non-compliance 
stemming from data breaches. 

 	Improved Application Quality: Stable and efficient 
applications depend on thorough testing. The best way to ensure 
that tests are comprehensive is to validate them with real-world 
data. Data Express enables your team to do so with 90% less 
effort for key steps.

 	Reduced Risk of Liability: Data Express confronts the security 
and regulatory risks of using live data. The solution maintains the 
exact characteristics of sensitive test data, including referential 
integrity, while automatically obscuring sensitive information. 
Now customer data cannot be used by malicious third parties, 
minimizing your risk of lawsuits and non-compliance.

 	Data Extraction: Data Express’ data unload and extraction 
facilities create a consistent and realistic subset of production 
data from all major commercial data sources. This avoids 
unnecessary and costly duplication of testing effort and 
dramatically reduces data volumes – often by 90% and more. 
This directly slashes your infrastructure consumption. 

 	Data Inventory Management: Data Express offers test 
designers and QA managers tools to assess the generated test 
data. This gives control back to QA management, helping to 
speed the test process, retain consistently high-quality results, 
and ensure that security is paramount.

Feature Overview

Micro Focus Data Express offers a comprehensive solution for 
minimizing and protecting real-world customer test data. 

Minimize consumption of bandwidth, processing, and storage 
while providing rich test data sets

 	Enables users to extract subsets of databases for testing without 
sacrificing the quality of testing results, significantly reducing 
data management costs
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 	Reports help managers to ensure completeness of coverage of 
the extracted test data

 	Allows users to define rules for data extraction to make the 
process of data extraction automated and repeatable

 	Supports a diverse array of data types, including relational, 
hierarchical, and sequential files to ensure coverage across 
environments

Obscure customer data within test sets to protect client 
confidentiality and ensure compliance

 	Automates the masking of data to avoid sensitive customer data 
being exposed

 	Ensures that referential integrity is preserved in the extracted 
data, maintaining the realism of test data sets

 	A unique Class mechanism to abstract the masking pattern to 
be applied to a database field or column name. This allows for 
the association of related fields from myriad data sources to a 
common class, even when they are named differently. The result 
is a more generic, productive, consistent and safe approach to 
data masking

 	Customized masking routines can be developed and reused, or 
users can rely on standard masking routines provided by Data 
Express

Control the test data management process to ensure thorough and 
realistic tests

 	Provides a single repository of knowledge about the test data to 
improve control

 	Offers a wealth of management tools to ensure that test 
managers can control the repeated generation of test data

Product Specifications and System 
Requirements

Data Express can be used in both mainframe and non- mainframe 
(Windows, UNIX and Linux) platforms across a wide range of data 
stores.
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